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Top 10 reasons TO VALIDATE YOUR CHILD’S ADOPTION 

IN THE STATE OF COLORADO: 

1. According to state statutes, Colorado does not grant any effect or recognition to the 

foreign adoption decree and requires validation or re-adoption under State law.  

2. For children who arrived on an IR4 Visa, this will be the first step to securing US 

Citizenship. 

3. With a Colorado-issued adoption decree your child will also be eligible to receive a 

Colorado birth certificate. 

4. You may legally change your child’s given name at birth to the new name you 

selected for him/her at the time of adoption. This will be reflected in the Adoption 

Decree, Colorado Birth Certificate and US Citizenship documents (passport, social 

security, etc) 

5. Citizenship status through USCIS (an IR3 Visa) is a separate legal issue from 

validation of foreign adoption. The laws and regulations of both state and federal 

laws must be considered as, unfortunately, they are not always interchangeable. 

6. Adoption Decree issued by the state will be in English. Should you need to prove the 

adoption throughout your child’s life, it will be easier for you or your child to be able 

to refer to one document that is written in English and is readily recognizable and 

accepted as a legal decree of adoption.  

7. In case of loss or theft, it is easier and more affordable to replace a Colorado issued 

Adoption Decree than attempt to get a new certified copy of the original one issued 

in the foreign country. It may be impossible to do so. 

8. Family and friends who were not present for your adoption in the foreign country 

may enjoy attending the adoption hearing and celebrate with you (select counties 

require court appearance, others do not require it but one may be requested) 

9. Federal laws, such as Social Security, can be based on a state’s underlying law 

regarding adoption, specifically in terms of inheritance, etc. In certain circumstances 

a U.S. state issued adoption decree, as opposed to a foreign adoption decree, is 

required for an adopted child to be entitled to social security benefits through his or 

her parents or parent. 

10. Finally, an adoption decree issued from the State of Colorado will provide you and 

your child with additional peace of mind and protection should the foreign country 

involved ever challenge the validity of the adoption of your child.  You may at some 

point want to bring your child to visit his or her country of birth.  A U.S. state issued 

adoption decree will prove and confirm his or her status as your child under U.S. 

laws. 

Please note that information is general in nature and is not intended to be comprehensive. 

This is not legal advice nor should it be relied upon as legal advice. A Love Beyond Borders 

has attempted to provide the most up to date information; however, be aware that 

information on this topic is subject to frequent change.    
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